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Buenos Aires, October 29 , 1977 


Open Letter to : 

Major General Leopoldo Caltieri 
Chief of the Second Corps of the 
Argentine Army 
Buenos Aires 


Sir: 

With the greatest respect for your high office, we,~^he undersigned, 
Fredelinda V a.11 Mendez , national I.D. 92? 1^0 ,873, a- Paraguayan citizen, 

Juan Bernardino Mendez Vail, national I.D, 92,273,^59, Liberto 
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Mdndez Vail, national I.D. 9*2,237,781, Paraguayan citizens, the wife and 
sons of Epifanio Mendez Fleitas, a Paraguayan citizen, writer and 'Colorado 
political leader opposed to the regime of General Stroessner who was exiled 
over 20 years ago, appeal to your Military Command regarding the detention 
of our said head of household and of our son and brother Epifanio Mendez 
Va il 22 days ago upon orders of Sector 233- of the Argentine Army, a mili- 
tary sector under the jurisdiction of the Second Corps which you head. 

Our family is among the hundreds of thousands of Paraguayans who 
found refuge and warm welcome on Argentine soil. For that reason we are 
eternally grateful to its people and have deep respect for its institutions 
and authorities. The head of our family taught us to observe the principle 
of noninterference in questions exclusively concerning kindred nations be- 
cause noninterference in the domestic policy matters of another State is 
a universal principle which implies the obligation of reciprocity. We 


» 


therefore abide by the motto "Don’t interfere in matters that don’t con- 
cern you and no one wilS^interfere in yours." Guided by this premise, 
basing our conduct on Christian doctrine, and with absolute faith in 
the imminent triumph of democracy in our country, we chose exile more 
than 20 years ago.. 

Thousands of pieces of evidence amassed in Epifario MSndez Fleitas 1 
lifetime dedicated to serving the people of his homeland are available s 
to you, General, and millions of witnesses can substantiate them. We 
therefore consider the detention of Epifanio Mendez Fleitas and his son 
unwarranted and can only construe it to be the result of. self-serving, 
mistaken, and libelous charges that most probably come from representa- 
tives of the regime which, not content with the impoverishment of our 
homeland, continues its persecution across the border, abusing the good' 7 
faith of the authorities and institutions of neighboring countries. 

We hereby appeal to your great mili tary authority in this jurisdiction, 
and hope that your authority will bring about the proper administration of 
justice. We are convinced that this will come about lest episodes of this 
type tarnish the good name of Argentine justice. We are enclosing a memo- 
randum, documents, and evidence which will be valuable in learning the true 
facts about this case. The said information sets forth for the information 
of your Command and the units under its authority: (l) details on the de- 
tention of Epifanio M4ndez Fleitas and Epifanio Mendez Vail; (2) steps 
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taken to clarify the motives and situation of both persons; (3) replies 
to our requests ;■ (4) background and personalities of the prisoners; (5) 
opinions concerning the case; (6) attachments, documents, evidence. 
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General, we are confident that this memorandum will be fairly con- 


s idexed by. the Argentine authorities , ther eby _ avertj^^^^^or which , _ _ 


by allowing an injustice, may be remembered by history as an affront 


to a kin dred community. Your Excellency must be aware that concern 


over this question transcends the family unit and closely concerns the 


entire Paraguayan community. 


Thanking you in advance for your consideration and, certain that s 


you will use your good offices to clarify the reasons which led to the 


imprisonment of Epifanio Mendez Fleitas and his son, withjthe urgency 


which Justice requires, we take pleasure in expressing, w General, our 


highest consideration. 


[Signature] 


— - Fredelinda Vail de Mendez 


[Signature] 


Juan Bernardino Mendez 


[Signature] 


Jos 4 Liber to Mendez 




